Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide
Welcome to our study of the Gospel of John – the story of Jesus as it was written by one of His
closest friends, the disciple John.
We going to be working through this gospel week by week as an entire church family, and we
wanted to help you engage with the Scriptures deeply and experience Jesus fully as you discuss
them with others. With that in mind, we designed a number of resources for you and your
friends:
• Each week one of our teachers will lead us through a particular passage in John’s gospel as
we gather on Sunday morning. A shortened video version, customized for online viewing, is
available through Trinity@Home. www.wearetrinity.com/trinityhome
• A weekly podcast, released on Mondays, with Pastor Marvin Williams and Carolyn Kersten
invites you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of John. You’ll hear fresh
perspectives, practical insights, and see how easy it is to have your own conversation
around a Scripture passage with others. You can listen to the podcast on Apple, Spotify, and
YouTube.
And this Companion Guide will help you in two ways:
1. The Guide will highlight the historical and cultural context of each passage so that you see
Jesus and His disciples with more clarity and greater understanding.
2. It will allow you and a few friends (as well as you and your family) to explore, discuss, and
live out each passage as you learn how to hear and obey God—as well as how to share what
He’s teaching you with others, and how to join Him in His Kingdom work as a team!

How to Use this Companion Guide
We designed this Guide to be used in a group of 2, 3, or more, and we strongly encourage you
to use it that way – not for individual study, but in authentic community with a few others. As we
begin our study, follow these steps if you are ready to let the Lord transform you and help you
and your friends begin to make disciples:

PRAY

INVITE

START

Ask God, “Are there two
more people You want me
to invite to go through this
study with me?”

Ask your friends to join you.
If one or both say no, pray
again until you find two
who are ready! The people
you invite may be friends,
family members, neighbors,
coworkers, school classmates
– and they do not have to be
Christians. In fact, this is a
great time to invite someone
who doesn’t yet know what
he or she thinks about Jesus
to discover who He is and
make an informed decision
for themselves.

Pick a day you can meet
every week, or every other
week, for an hour. If you
can’t do it at the same time
every week or two, that’s
okay – the important part
is the relationship, not the
meeting. Be flexible and
commit to making it work.

List names below:
1.

____________________

2. ____________________
3. ____________________
4. ____________________
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Day/Time Meeting:
Day:
_____________________
Time: ____________________

Follow the instructions carefully in each individual lesson.
You’ll use the same pattern each time, so it’s important to follow it closely, especially in
the beginning, to train each other to make the best use of your hour together. Every step
and every question has been carefully designed to serve a particular purpose in your
transformation, your life as a group, and your engagement in God’s Kingdom work.
If you’re meeting every other week, combine the Scripture passages from 2 weeks at a time,
then treat it as one passage to work through.
Rotate who leads through the lesson. Give each person the opportunity to lead this
discovery method of Scripture study, so that everyone is equipped to start a group and do
this with others.
Build the friendships within your group. Do fun things together! Eat together. Go to the
movies, have a game night, or watch a football or basketball game together. Pray for each
other, text each other, and encourage each other between meeting times. Get involved in
each others’ lives.

Companion Guide Features
•

The Family Guide section provides a plan for you to enjoy the study with your entire
family. Lead children of all ages through a Bible discovery experience similar to that
provided in the Guide for adults.

•

Each lesson is based on the Discover Bible Study method, proven all over the world
among believers and those who are just beginning to seek God. No one needs to teach;
in fact, teaching is discouraged. Allow each person to learn directly from the Word and
the Spirit as he or she discovers what is in the Word, listens to God, and obeys what God
says.

•

Each lesson provides time to connect and encourage accountability, time to hear God
as you explore His Word and interact with His Spirit, and time to determine how you will
obey Him, as well as share with and serve others. Be sure you work through all three.

•

The Companion Guide is modular: You will receive approximately 6 to 10 individual
lessons for each module, so new people can easily jump in when a new module begins!
Go right ahead and invite others to join you as our study progresses. And if you fall
behind – just pick back up when the next module begins.

We’re praying and hoping that God will take us deeper with Jesus as we follow Him through
the pages of the Gospel of John this year. Thank you for joining us, and let us know how the
Lord is using John’s narrative in your life and the lives of the your disciple-making partners!
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Family Guide for Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide
God’s design is for parents to be the primary disciple-makers in their children’s lives. His
desire is for the home to be the key place where faith grows and flourishes. Deuteronomy
6:6-9 directly commands parents to have God’s Word on their own hearts and make it a part
of every aspect of their family life. “Impress them [God’s commands] on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up” (verse 7). Reading and studying the Bible together should be a vital part
of our family life. Pointing out God’s activity in our lives and in the world around us should
flow through our conversations and time spent with our families.
In the Spiritual Parenting training, we call this the Environment of Storytelling--telling God’s
Story (the Bible) as well as our own stories of God at work in our lives. We need to create an
environment for our children in which they are experiencing God’s Story--one story with one
plot line—the story of the Bible right on through God’s work in our lives today.
As you are learning and growing through the Believe: A Study of John series, you can be
leading your family in learning and growing too. Spend time together as a family each week
reading and studying the passage.
Here is a guide you can use as a framework for your time together.
1. READ the story/teaching aloud.
2. ASK three kinds of questions about the story/teaching---Head, Heart, and Hands
questions. The point is not to ask every question with every passage of Scripture, but to
ask questions like these as you talk about the Bible passage.
HEAD: questions that focus on the facts.
• STORY:
- Who? What When? Where?
- What happened first? Next? And so on.
• TEACHING:
- What does this tell us about God (Father, Jesus the Son, Holy Spirit)?
- What does this tell us about people or relationships?
- What does this tell us about living the life God has for us?
HEART: questions that focus on what the Bible verses mean. Pause to pray and ask God
to speak to your hearts about these verses. Remind your children that God speaks to us
through the Bible. When a thought comes to our minds that agrees with Scripture, we
can know that God is speaking to us.
• STORY:
- What stands out to you from the story? Why does that part have your
attention?
- Which person in the story do you most identify with and why?
- How would you respond if you were one of the people in this story?
- What would you do, how would you feel, what would you be thinking etc.?
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• TEACHING:
- Why do you think he said that? Why is this important?
- Do you have a question about these verses?
- How do these verses point us to Jesus?
HANDS: questions that focus on how the verses apply to our lives.
• STORY:
- Think of a situation you are in now, how would one of the faithful people in this
story act in that situation?
- What would it be like for you to act like the faithful people in the story in your
own life?
• TEACHING:
- How would you respond if you were one of the original hearers of this
teaching?
- What would you do, how would you feel, what would you be thinking etc.?
- Think of a situation you are in now, how would you respond if you believed (or
didn’t believe) this teaching?
3. PRAY. Ask God to help you to not just listen to God’s Words but to obey them. Ask for
strength to do what He has called you to do through this passage.
Just as Jesus invited the disciples to “come and see,” we have the privilege of inviting our
children and teens to come and see who Jesus is, to experience His love and the salvation
found through Him. In Luke 18:16 Jesus says, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for to such belongs the Kingdom of God.”
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BEGINNING
John 20:30-21 and 1:1-18

Remember to find a friend or two (or more!) to work through these questions with
each week! You’ll find you gain much more when you study God’s Word as Jesus
did.
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Week 1: Introduction to the Book of John – John 20:30-31
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
30

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 2: The Word – John 1:1-13
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
1

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came
to bear witness about the light.
6

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
9

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 3: The Word Became Flesh – John 1:14-18
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he
was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever
seen God; the only God who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
14

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

1-13

Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

COME AND SEE
John 1:19-3:21

Remember to find a friend or two (or more!) to work through these questions with
each week! You’ll find you gain much more when you study God’s Word as Jesus
did.
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Week 4: The Lamb of God – John 1:19-34
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the
Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah
said.”
19

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
24

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself
did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you
see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
29

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
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The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 5: Stairway to Heaven – John 1:35-51
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus
as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this,
and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What
are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two
who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first
found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son
of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).
35

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom
there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered
him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see
greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
43

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
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The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 6: New Wine – John 2:1-11
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out,
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what
does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master
of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water
knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves
the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have
kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.
6

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.

The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
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2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 7: Zeal for Your House – John 2:13-25
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he
found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting
there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and
oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 And
he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house
a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will
consume me.”
13

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus
answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then
said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three
days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
18

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when
they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to
them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he
himself knew what was in man.
23

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
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The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 8: Born Again – John 3:1-21
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear
its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our
testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
9

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has
come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works
were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light,
so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”
16

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
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The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will meet again?
Next meeting: ________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Historical Context
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John 1 - Companion Photos

John 1:21 - John the Baptist crying out in the
wilderness. This is a modern day picture of
Qumran, a wilderness location.

1:28 - Today the Jordan River is little more than
a muddy trickle. In ancient times, the river was
deep and strong enough to limit crossing to
fords, often with the use of ferry boats.
1:28 - A possible location
for Bethany is in the
north, closer to the Sea
of Galilee. This theory
understands Bashan
to be the equivalent of
Batanea and Bethany,
and it emphasizes the
chronological sequence
in John 1, in which Jesus
travels from Bethany
to Cana in three days.
The southern location
opposite Jericho would
be too distant to travel in
this short amount of time.
The Yarmuk River location
shown above meets the
criteria of being on the
east side of the Jordan
River, within three days’
journey from Cana, and
providing an abundant
supply of water.

All photos and captions from Bibleplaces.com.
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1:35 - Re-enactment of disciples on the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee. This photograph was taken on
the eastern shoreline of the Sea of Galilee.

1:39 - Upper room of a traditional home.
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1:44 - El-Arai, possible, Bethsaida, with
Jordan River entering the Sea of Galilee.

1:48 - Fig Tree

John 2 - Companion Photos
2:1 - Wedding procession with horseman in Abu Ghosh.
Abu Ghosh is located in the Judean hills west of Jerusalem.
This American Colony photograph was taken in July 1904.

2:1 - View towards Cana from Sepphoris accross the Bet Netofa Valley.

2:3 - Jars like these could have been used for
storing wine at the wedding feast.
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2:12 - Capermaum Area

2:13 - Road to Jerusalem. Photo taken in 1898 or 1914.

2:14 - Jerusalem Temple Mount.
Photo taken in 1931.
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2:14 - Sheep market at Damascus Gate 2:23 - Street scene near Damascus Gate

John 3 - Companion Photos

3:2 - Some suggest that the meeting between Jesus and Nicodemus took place on a rooftop. This
photograph shows rooftops of the Muslim and Christian Quarters, with women hanging laundry on
the roof in the foreground.
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ENCOUNTERS
John 3:22-5:15; 1:14-18

Welcome to the next building block in our study of the Gospel of John! If you’re just joining
us, please go back and read the introduction to Module 1 on pp. 1-1.
Our goal is for this Companion Guide to serve as a tool that helps you hear God’s voice
through His Word and His Spirit, then obey whatever He says to you personally. For the next
six weeks, we will explore how people were changed when they encountered Jesus. As you
encounter Him in this way, you’ll begin to experience real transformation.
Be sure to work through each week’s material with a couple of friends for mutual support
and accountability - and to work on hearing and obeying God as a lifestyle! As you do, you’ll
start to experience what it means to enjoy full life with Christ.
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Family Guide for Believe: A Study of John Companion Guide—Spiritual
Conversations
As you are learning and growing through the Believe: A Study of John series, you can be
leading your family in learning and growing too. Previously, we focused on what it can look
like to spend time together as a family each week reading and studying the passage. This
time we’ll focus on how to have spiritual conversations with your kids.
CONVERSATION STARTERS: As followers of Jesus, we have thoughts about God
throughout the day. Sharing those thoughts with our kids is one simple way to begin a
spiritual conversation with them. You can use one of these conversation starters (from
christianitycove.com), or come up with your own. The key is to just start the conversation!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Something you saw on the news that made you think of God or made you want to pray
for the person/situation.
A Scripture you read today or that went through your head and why.
Something you wrote in your journal or read online that either had to do with God or
made you think of Him.
A personal difficulty that you’ve been praying about for guidance or direction.
Something you discussed with a friend or neighbor and your biblical perspective on it.
Something the Lord shared with you, through Scripture, prayer, a worship song, or the
words of another person.
Something you saw in nature that made you think of God’s artistry, power, or love.

TEACHABLE MOMENTS: Life is full of ordinary moments, but those moments can have
eternal impact when we notice the opportunity to direct our children’s attention to what
God is doing in that moment. Ruth Chou Simons has some great words about taking
advantage of these teachable moments.
We so often feel as if no one is listening to us and what we say doesn’t matter. We
can be discouraged in the teaching and training of our children because the words we
speak seem to go nowhere. But what we may not consider in the everyday chaos of
raising children is this: Are my words being delivered in a teachable moment?
In the same way that headphones shut out noise, doors keep others out, and walls
divide and distance, a stressful and chaotic situation makes for a context that rarely
allows a parent to be heard. Unfortunately, yelling or speaking louder doesn’t make us
more accessible, but rather, less so.
Teachable moments make a difference and can appear at the perfect, and sometimes,
the most inopportune times. Either way, you must look for the opportunities and have
enough margin in your life to take advantage of teachable moments.
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Here are a few places you may find teachable moments:
• When you and your child are driving somewhere; turn off the music and invite an
older child to sit in the passenger seat.
• When the family is working together on a project.
• When a child wants to snuggle before bed.
• When you invite one child to fold laundry with you.
• When enjoying nature together on a hike or at the park.
• On your way home from church.
• When you’re celebrating a success, a job well done, or a milestone.
• On a Saturday morning over cinnamon rolls.
The point is not location or environment, ultimately. The key is context. Teachable
moments are moments when you have the heart and attention of your child. They
are moments when instruction and training are surprisingly welcomed and not
begrudgingly tolerated. They are moments when we may lead our children more
by example than by lecture. To wait for a teachable moment takes self-control
and attentiveness. It requires that we take time and we pay attention. And most
importantly, it directs our hearts to the lasting impression we will make and not the
immediate results we settle for and take.
Be encouraged...and begin looking for those moments today!
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Week 9: True Friendship – John 3:22-36
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he remained there
with them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water
was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet
been put in prison).
22

Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over
purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you
across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to
him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from
heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have
been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore
this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”
25

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth
and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness
to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33 Whoever receives his
testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words
of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has given all
things into his hand. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
31

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
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The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
______________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 10: Living Water – John 4:1-42
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing
more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his
disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through
Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. .
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his
sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to
come here to draw water.”
7

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have
said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought
to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am he.”
16

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no
one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her
water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me
all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to
him.
27

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has
anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of
him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months,
then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white
for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One
sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
31
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Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He
told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay
with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word.
42
They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
39

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.

The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?

Next meeting: ________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 11: Second Advent – John 5:28-29
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who
have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
28

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 12: Worship in Spirit and Truth – John 4:1-42
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing
more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his
disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through
Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. .
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his
sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to
come here to draw water.”
7

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have
said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought
to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am he.”
16

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no
one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her
water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me
all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to
him.
27

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has
anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of
him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months,
then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white
for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One
sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”
31

2-14

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He
told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay
with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word.
42
They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
39

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.

The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

2-15

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 13: Healing – John 4:43-5:15
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a
prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans
welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had
gone to the feast.
43

So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had
come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his
son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and
wonders you will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child
dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus
spoke to him and went on his way. 51 As he was going down, his servant met him and told him
that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and
they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53 The father knew that
was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and
all his household. 54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from
Judea to Galilee.
46

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which
has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame,
and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to
him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me
into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before
me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was
healed, and he took up his bed and walked.
2

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is
the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The
man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him,
“Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had
been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the
place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no
more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that
it was Jesus who had healed him.

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?
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HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.
The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?

OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?
Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________

2-19

Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

Week 14: Incarnation – John 1:14-18
This Week’s Scripture Passage:
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he
was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever
seen God; the only God who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
14

CHECK IN with each other. (15 minutes)
1.

What is stressing you this week? What are you thankful for? How has God been blessing
you?
2. How has God been working in you? Did you follow through on your “I will” statement?
3. Have you cooperated with Him or resisted?

HEAR God: Dig into the Scripture passage. (30 minutes)

The Story:
1. Read the selected Bible passage aloud.
2. Listen to it as one person rereads it. Try a different version – the NLT is a good one for
this step.
3. Tell the story you just read in everyday, 21st-century language.
Either ask one person to tell it and help him or her with the details, or reconstruct it as a
group by asking “What happened next?” until you’ve covered the entire passage.
If the passage isn’t really a story, decide who is speaking and to whom they are speaking,
then retell the main ideas of the passage in your own words.
The Spirit: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word as you discuss the passage.
Ask someone to pray He will speak to each of you clearly through this Scripture.

The Questions:
Hearing God Through the Story: “Head” Questions
These questions are examples; you can vary them from week to week, but do clarify the
facts of the passage first, before you go to the Heart and Hand questions.
1. What does this passage tell us about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?
2. What does this passage tell us about people and about ourselves?
3. What does it tell you about the way we as humans interact with God?
Hearing God Through the Story: “Heart” Questions
1. What do you like most about this passage?
2. What bothers you?
3. What do you think God might be saying to you personally through this passage?
4. What does it tell you about living in a way that honors God and brings you joy?
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OBEY God: Commit to respond to God in love and obedience, and to share what
He is doing in your life with others. (“Hands” Questions; 15 minutes)
Since we believe God speaks through His Word and His Spirit, what will you do to obey Him
this week? Ask everyone to write down, then share an “I will” statement:
“I will _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________.”

Who in your life needs to hear about this story from you this week?

Who do you know of who has a need we could help with?

When will we meet again?

Next meeting: ___________________________________________________________
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Notes:

Listen to the Believe Podcast!
Believe: A Study in John is a weekly podcast that invites
you to join a conversation on a passage from the book of
John. You’ll hear fresh perspectives, practical insights, and
see how easy it is to have your own conversation around
a Scripture passage with others.

John 3 - Companion Photos
John 3:22 - The
photo above was
taken in the hill
country southwest
of Jerusalem. Only
the Gospel of John
mentions this phase
of Jesus’s ministry
in Judea, and John
does not name any
of the places that
Jesus visited (cf.
Luke 4:44).

John 3:23 - The hills in the distance belong to Gilead, in the modern country of Jordan. The ponds in
the distance reflect the availability of water from springs here and are used for raising fish.
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John 4 - Companion Photos
John 4:2 - Baptism was a hallmark of Christianity from the beginning. This painting by James Tissot
depicts the early disciples of Jesus baptizing new converts in a Jewish ritual bath (mikveh) in a
setting very much like that found in Jerusalem in the 1st century AD. The artist created this illustration
using opaque watercolor over graphite on gray wove paper. The painting was photographed at
the Brooklyn Museum. This image is in the public domain, via the Brooklyn Museum: https://www.
brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/4467.

John 4:3 - Jesus likely passed through the region shown
above many times because of its proximity to Nazareth
(just out of view to the left) and the major routes
traveling to Samaria.

John 4:4 - Jesus traveled north from Jerusalem to Sychar on the historic “Road of the Patriarchs”
that ran along the watershed ridge of the Ephraim hill country. This road passed through the Lebonah
valley and thus it is quite likely that Jesus and his disciples traveled through the area seen above on
their way to meeting the woman at the well.
2-25

John 4:7 - This American Colony photograph was
taken between 1934 and 1939.

John 4:31 - This photochrom image was taken in
the late 1800s.
John 4:36 - This
American Colony
photograph was taken
east of the Mount of
Olives between 1898 and
1946. One of the towers
on the Mount of Olives is
visible on the horizon.

John 4:46 - The Gospel of John
records two of Jesus’s visits to
Cana (John 2:1; 4:46). Khirbet
Qana (shown to the left) is more
likely to be the site of Cana
in the first century AD than
other candidates because of its
location in lower Galilee not far
from Nazareth (8 miles; 13 km
distant) and the archaeological
evidence from the first century
AD. Josephus also located
Cana near the plain of Asochis
(modern Bet Netofa Valley).
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John 5 - Companion Photos
John 5:1 - In order to
avoid Samaria, many
Jews traveled to
Jerusalem via the Jordan
Rift. At Jericho they
traveled up the Ascent of
Adummim, from which
this photograph was
taken. The three modern
towers on the Mount
of Olives are visible.
Jesus traveled over the
mountain to reach the
city.

John 5:2 - This photograph shows the proximity of the Pools of Bethesda to the Temple Mount. The
location of the Sheep Gate is unknown, but its name suggests that it was used for bringing sacrifices
to the temple. The yellow box shows the portion of the southern pool that has been excavated and is
open to the public. The two white boxes show the approximate area of the two original pools.
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John 5:2 - Today only a small portion
of the pools are visible, as most has
been filled in with sediment. The great
depth of the pools is apparent from the
photo above, and the steps leading into
the pool may have been those used by
the sick people to receive healing. This
photograph was taken from the central
portico looking south.

